INVESTIGATIONS AND MANAGEMENT OF PENETRATING NECK TRAUMA

Platysma breached

Resuscitate HARD SIGNS OF VASCULAR OR

| Yes ¢ AERODIGESTIVE INJURY?

v

Immediate operative exploration

If no operating theatre
Call 0800 4 TRAUMA to arrange No
urgent transfer to ACH *

Soft signs? p—{ No |—P» CXR

AP/lateral neck
Hard signs
Of vascular injury * ¢
- Severe/pulsatile bleeding ;
- Rapidly expanding or pulsatile haematoma Yes Abnormal? = Yes [—Pp In:c/j:;:g;te
- Shock not responding to fluid *
- Vascular bruit or thrill ‘
- Absent or faint radial pulses CXR
- Signs of cerebral ischaemia No
Of aerodigestive injury CT angiogram ¢
- Large volume haemoptysis or haematemesis
- Bubbling wound *
- Severe respiratory distress Observe
- Large volume subcutaneous air Operative *
management or
Soft signs further P No
- Minor bleeding investigations
- Non-expanding haematoma formation indicated
- Minor haemoptysis or haematemesis
- Minor subcutaneous air *
- Shock that has responded to fluid
- Dysphonia Yes
ysp L
- Dysphagia Perform as indicated




